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trench-mortars. The rest of her cannon were those cap-
tured from the Italians at Adowa or toy pieces bought
second-hand from France and Greece. There were no
trained artillery men in the Ethiopian army. These facts
were all known to the British Government which imposed
the arms embargo.
Lacking the material means to fight a guerrilla war, the
Ethiopians were also handicapped in at least three other
ways. First was their nature, or, rather, the tradition of
their renaissance as a fighting race under the Emperor
Theodore, and under the three other great Ethiopian
Emperors who succeeded him.
Defeated only by the Magdala expeditionary force of
Napier, the Ethiopians were until the end of this war one
of the most overwhelmingly conceited races that it has
been my pleasure to behold. Their conceit did not usually
take an offensive outward form : it was simply their
spiritual bottom, the bedrock principle which informed
invisibly their military theory. The sons of Solomon
thought themselves unconquerable : they only had to
swoop down like a troop of roaring lions and the macaroni
melted.
This view was never shared by the Emperor or by any
of his high Ras, but it was the source of the ordinary
Amhara's readiness for war.
Adowa impressed the ordinary Amhara as a natural
conclusion to twenty years of military success, the cul-
minating proof of his invulnerability in his own mountain
land. He did not bother to analyse the issue of Adowa ;
the numerical disproportion of the forces engaged, which
could not be repeated in this war ; the glaring strategical
errors of the Italian command. The similarity of the
material and equipment of both sides were considerations
which did not interest the Ethiopian. He did not know
that in 1896 Adowa was almost unknown country to the
Italian, but that 1935 found the whole Tigre better mapped
and spied upon by Italy than by Addis Ababa. The revolu-
tion in armament caused by automatic weapons was only
beginning to dawn upon him : he had an idea of machine-
guns, but none of massed machine-guns. Tanks, armoured
cars—above all aeroplanes and thousands of lorries that

